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[Abstract:] Objects to the per diem of $6 paid to the “Messenger”. 


Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

April 29, 1879 


Sir: 


In examining the list of employees of your Mint in connection with the recent reductions 
in compensation submitted by you and approved. I was struck with the fact that the only 
employees of the General Department receiving a per diem compensation of $6.00 per diem was 
a “Messenger”, and that there were but three other employees of the Mint, the Assayer’s 
principal assistants and the principal engraver, - receiving as much. 


The compensation of the Messenger referred to is not only higher than that of any other 
employee of the General Department and the skilled workmen of the Coiner’s and Melter and 
Refiner’s Departments, but is considerably higher than that paid any person performing similar 
duties in the entire Mint service, and is also higher than the compensation fixed by law for the 
highest grade clerks in the public departments. 


Your attention is respectfully directed to this apparent inequality with the suggestion that 
if the person filling the position referred to performs the duties of a Messenger his compensation 
should be reduced, and if his duties are not those of a messenger, but are those of responsible 
position, and the higher compensation paid to him than to the other employees is deemed by you 
just and equitable, the designation should be changed so as to indicate the duties performed, in 
order that the records shall not show the payment of such high rate for “Messenger” services. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. Mint, Philadelphia. 


